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The second reason is that Russia is engaged on a hazardous
social experiment which has passed through three desperate
crises in twenty-five years: a famine, a purge, and a war.
The State still cannot afford, to take risks, and foreigners
who wander about unchecked are potential risks. The
State still deems it necessary to misrepresent to its people
the social conditions of capitalist countries: therefore
there must be censorship and consequently some intellectual
isolation in Russia. The State does encourage the most
vicious internal criticism of Soviet activities; but it cannot
afford to have its dirty linen washed in the best-sellers of
American journalists. The State is well aware how great
is the gulf between what is planned and what is accomplished;
it knows how much more education the people need; it
realises that the corruption of the bureaucracy which rotted
the old Russia is not yet liquidated: and, quite reasonably,
the State does not ,want stories of these defects spread
about the world as examples of Bolshevism. Finally, the
State knows that the Russian people are not yet contented.
They are in a highly receptive mood. They would, if they
got the chance, eagerly embrace not only the desirable
things in western culture, but also the undesirable things;
aot only higher standards of living but also lower standards
of taste.

In writing this book I have not assumed any special
knowledge of science on the part of the reader. I have
included in appendices a gooii deal of information which is
not available elsewhere in English, and which will be useful
to the professional scientist; but the purpose of the book
is to set out as clearly as possible the impressions of a
foreign scientist working in a Soviet laboratory m 1945,.